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virtual ruler of Bengal. The terror of his name scattered
a formidable native confederacy, and his quick resolution
warded off a more serious danger. Meer Jaffier had
been made Nabob of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, but he
was uneasy under the thraldom of the English, and cast
Meer Jaffier about for a new protector to deliver him from
intrigues his oppressive friends. The French were no
Diuch.e longer a power in Bengal, but the Dutch held
a factory at Chinsurah on the Hooghly, while they had a
strong force at Java, and in days gone by they had been
more powerful in the East than any other European
nation. Meer Jaffier begged thjeir help, and it was readily
granted by the authorities at Batavia.

The arrival in the Hooghly of seven ships from Java
with 1,500 troops on board placed Clive in a delicate
position. Meer Jaffier's intrigues with the Dutch were
no secret to him, but England was not at war with
Holland. How then could he stop these ships from going
up to Chinsurah ? He had recently remitted large sums
of money to Europe by the Dutch Company, but he was
not a man to be influenced by private considerations
when the public interest was at stake. He decided to
prevent the ships from coming up the river. The Dutch
:iive defeats landed some of their troops and commenced
he Dutch, hostilities by land and by water. Clive ordered
hem to be attacked, and every one of their ships was
captured. The authorities at Chinsurah, trembling for
their own safety, hastened to acknowledge themselves the
aggressors, and agreed to compensate the English for
damage done, and to reimburse their expenses.

Clive's first administration in Bengal was now drawing
to a close. His health broke down again, and early in
1760 he sailed for England. Five years afterwards he
returned to root up abuses that grew up after his de-
parture, and to place the government of the three pro-